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HOW ARE MISSOURI SCHOOLS DOING? 


T’S HARD TO SAY 
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OF POVERTY 


CHRISTIAN GOODEN eœ cgooden@post-dispatch.com 
Luz Marcos, 3, plays with building blocks in October at Southside Early Childhood Center’s toddler room. SouthSide was founded in 1886 
and is the first child care center to be built west of the Mississippi. 


BY KRISTEN TAKETA 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS o The early childhood center 
where Michon Watson sends her 3-year- 
old son and 1-year-old daughter has done 
as much for her as it has for them. 

Watson, 21, had no home of her own 
when she was looking for an early-care 
provider for her son. She had bad experi- 
ences with day care centers where children 
sat in front of TVs all day. 

Then she found SouthSide Early Child- 
hood Center on Jefferson Avenue in the 
Fox Park neighborhood. She learned that 
the center offers free services such as 
health and developmental screenings for 
children, plus necessities, such as diapers, 


and classes for parents. And because she 
qualifies for the federal Head Start pro- 
gram, she could enroll her son there for 
free. She was sold. 

Her children have learned a lot, she says 
— her son comes home from school sing- 
ing songs that Watson never knew — but 
so has she. 

SouthSide helped her search for a job. 
When she was having a bad day, she would 
vent to SouthSide staff members. South- 
Side holds free classes for its parents, 
classes in which Watson learned skills 
such as balancing a budget, “things you 
don’t necessarily learn during school,” she 
said. 
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Sessions denies lying on Russia, pleads hazy memory 


BY JOSEPH TANFANI 
AND CATHLEEN DECKER 
Los Angeles Times 


WASHINGTON « U.S. Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions repeatedly denied Tuesday 
that he deliberately misled or lied to Con- 
gress about Donald Trump campaign’s 
multiple contacts with Russia, saying he 
forgot that two aides told him about their 
meetings with Russian government offi- 


cials during the 2016 race. 

In an often-contentious House Ju- 
diciary Committee hearing, Sessions 
sparred for more than five hours with both 
Democrats, who faulted him for changing 
his story each time he has testified under 
oath before Congress, and some Repub- 
licans, who pushed him to appoint a sec- 
ond special counsel to investigate Hillary 
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haul. 

The surprise renewal of the failed 
effort to repeal the law’s mandate 
came a day after President Donald 
Trump renewed pressure on GOP 
lawmakers to include the repeal in 
their tax legislation. It has sharp 
political stakes for Trump, who 
lacks a major legislative achieve- 
ment after nearly 10 months in of- 
fice. 

The move by Republicans in the 
Senate Finance Committee up- 
ended the debate over the tax mea- 
sure just as it was inching closer to 
passage after months of fine-tun- 
ing and compromise. It turned the 
debate into an angry partisan ref- 
erendum on health care and Presi- 
dent Barack Obama’s signature law. 

Beyond Trump’s prodding, the 
repeal move also was dictated by 
the Republicans’ need to find reve- 
nue sources for the massive tax-cut 
bill, which calls for steep reduc- 
tions in the corporate tax rate and 
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Police dispatcher 
is accused of 
keeping some 
funds raised for 
paralyzed officer 


BY CHRISTINE BYERS 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


HAZELWOOD « A police dispatcher 
celebrated for her efforts to raise 
money for an officer paralyzed in 
the line of duty was led out of police 
headquarters in handcuffs Monday 
amid an investigation into whether 
she pocketed some of the funds. 

April Briscuso, 40, was arrested 
on suspicion of stealing more than 
$750 meant for for- 


mer Hazelwood Of- © 4 
ficer Craig Tudor, | 
but she has not been ae! 


charged. She was re- ay | 
leased Monday af- -= 
ternoon from the St. bh 
Louis County Justice 
Center. 

Hazelwood Police Chief Gregg 
Hall said he could not comment on 
the specifics of the ongoing inves- 
tigation, so it’s unclear how much 
money police believe the Tudor 
family has not received. In a Face- 
book message to a reporter, Bris- 
cuso said she had raised more than 
$75,000 on Tudor’s behalf, but the 
injured officer said his family has re- 
ceived nowhere near that amount. 

It’s also unclear whether Bris- 
cuso will ultimately be charged, or 


Briscuso 
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